Peptic ulcer: the many proteinases of aggression.
Peptic activity has long been recognized as an essential factor in the pathogenesis of peptic ulcer and related diseases, but only recently has it become clear that this activity is derived from a remarkable diversity of enzymes, all of which belong to the aspartic proteinase family of enzymes. These include two types of pepsinogens and two types of cathepsins. In recent years, considerable progress has been made in characterizing these proteinases and in applying this information to the study of a number of gastrointestinal disorders. The intent of this article is to update recent basic and clinical information on these topics and to suggest several areas that merit further investigation.